Mental health care reform: a historic town meeting of psychiatric nurses.
1. Inspired by the 1992 presidential candidates' town meetings, the conveners of the American Psychiatric Nurses' Association Invitational Conference decided to stage a town meeting for psychiatric nurses. Forty psychiatric nursing leaders came together to share their professional expertise and experiences by giving "testimony" about the role psychiatric nurses play in mental health care reform. 2. The town meeting participants discussed many timely topics, such as practice, education, titling and credentialing issues, and the future of the psychiatric/mental health nursing profession. 3. The participants left the town meeting energized with a common sense of purpose--and a promise to commit themselves to creating the strategies necessary for reform of the mental health care system.